
Pace London is delighted to present an exhi-
bition of new paintings by the Chinese artist Li 
Songsong from 19 September to 9 November 
2013, at 6 Burlington Gardens. This is the first 
solo-exhibition by the artist in London.

The show provides a comprehensive view of Li 
Songsong’s art and focuses on the essence of 
the artist’s technique and painting process. The 
works on view embody the rapid social-cultural 
transformation and the ever-changing reality of 
Chinese society. 

These works portray historical figures and events 
that play part in the Chinese collective con-
sciousness and while at times political in content, 
the emphasis is not on political issues. The polit-
ical connotation in Li Songsong’s art resists any 
superficial interpretation awaiting the subjective 
viewpoint of its audience, hiding deeply beneath 
the dense surface of the painting. Politics has 
become China’s everyday experience and com-
mon environment and Li Songsong’s art can be 
seen as a reflection of this specific reality.

Beginning with a found image sourced from the media such as newspapers, magazines, or the inter-
net, Li Songsong reconstructs it square by square building layers of paint. This thick application of 
paint pushes the work to abstraction, and alters the significance of the image the artist has appropri-
ated at this stage. This technique can be viewed as a reflection of the artist’s attitude towards realism. 
By working on specific units of the canvas rather than on the whole composition, the artist keeps a 
distance from the visible story rather focusing on specific details that make the image. The intention 
of these works is not to provide an easy explanation through narration, but to represent the essence, 
ambiguities, and changes to historical memory as time continues. 

“Everyone knows the story. The important thing is the way that you tell it. The way depends on your 
attitude, and attitude changes with time. As society changes, attitude changes accordingly.” Li Song-
song, July 2013.
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Highlights of the exhibition include It’s a Pity You Aren’t Interested in Anything Else, a painting that 
revives one of Calvin Klein’s advertising images, one prevalent in China. The popularity of western 
fashion labels in China testifies to the penetration of ideologies and visions of the world that were once 
controversial.

A catalogue featuring two essays by the Chinese artist Ai Weiwei, and the art critic and essayist Deme-
trio Paparoni will accompany the exhibition.

 
NOTES TO EDITORS

Li Songsong

Li Songsong (b. 1973, Beijing) has developed into a significant contemporary artist having  been in-
cluded in international group exhibitions such as Altered, Stitched and Gathered, PS1 Contemporary 
Art Center, New York (2006);  Time Difference: New art from the U.S. and China, Initial Access Gallery, 
Wolverhampton, U.K. (2007); New World Order: Contemporary Installation Art and Photography from 
China, Groningen Museum, The Netherlands (2008); The Revolution Continues: New Art from China, 
Saatchi Gallery, London (2008); Roundtrip: Beijing—New York NOW, Selections from the Domus Col-
lection, Ullens Center for Contemporary Art, Beijing (2010) Real Life Stories, Bergen Art Museum, Nor-
way (2012); and most recently Weight of History: The Collectors Show 2013, Singapore Art Museum 
(2013). He has been the subject of recent solo exhibitions at Pace New York (2011) and Pace Beijing 
(2009, 2012).  Li Songsong graduated with a BFA in Oil Painting from the Central Academy of Fine Arts 
in Beijing. He lives and works in Beijing. 

Pace 

Pace is a leading contemporary art gallery representing many of the most significant international 
artists and estates of the 20th and 21st centuries. Founded by Arne Glimcher in Boston in 1960 and 
led by Marc Glimcher, Pace has been a constant, vital force in the art world and has introduced many 
renowned artists’ work to the public for the first time. Pace has mounted more than 700 exhibitions, in-
cluding scholarly exhibitions that have subsequently travelled to museums, and published nearly 400 
exhibition catalogues. Today Pace has seven locations worldwide: four in New York; two in London; 
and one in Beijing. Pace inaugurated its flagship gallery at 6 Burlington Gardens with the exhibition 
Rothko/Sugimoto: Dark Paintings and Seascapes in the autumn of 2012.

 
Pace London at 6 Burlington Gardens is open to the public from Tuesday to Saturday, from 10 AM to 
6 PM: www.pacegallery.com

 
For press inquiries, please contact:

London: Nicolas Smirnoff, nicolas@pacegallery.com / +44 203 206 7613  
New York: Madeline Lieberberg, mlieberberg@pacegallery.com / +1 212 421 8987

Follow Pace on Facebook (facebook.com/pacegallery), Twitter (twitter.com/pacegallery), and Insta-
gram (http://instagram.com/pacegallery) 

 
Image:   Li Songsong It’s a Pity you aren’t Interested in Anything Else, oil on aluminium panel, 300 x 210 cm (118-1/8” x 82-
11/16”) © 2013 Li Songsong
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