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New York—Pace Gallery is pleased to present Adrian Ghenie: Recent Paintings, an exhibition of twelve 
new paintings and five collages. Adrian Ghenie is widely recognized as one of the leading artists of his 
generation for his oil paintings that blur the lines between figuration and abstraction. The exhibition at Pace 
is Ghenie’s first solo show in New York in almost four years. The new paintings illustrate the progression 
of Ghenie’s works toward greater and greater abstraction, while maintaining allegorical figuration that 
alludes to history and to the present. Recent Paintings will be on view from January 19 through February 
18, 2017, at 510 West 25th Street.  
 
In this recent body of work, the five collages give the viewer the opportunity to see the artist’s early intentions 
for his finished paintings. Since 2014, Ghenie has increasingly relied on the use of collage to develop the 
structure of his work. These collages that developed into paintings are a blueprint for fully understanding 
the juxtapositions that the artist makes between the past and present. In these new works, current social 
and political upheaval in Europe becomes critical subject matter, alongside the dynamic reimagining of 
pictorial reality. Ghenie’s thick brushstrokes, informed by the collages, dismantle subject and landscape 
alike to attain the dream-like nature of the finished paintings. In Recent Paintings, Ghenie continues this 
obscuration in three self-portraits, encouraging the viewer to question representation and perception of the 
self. With bold color and application, Ghenie has created works at once visually alluring and confounding.  
 
Born in 1977 in Baia Mare, Romania, Adrian Ghenie was formally trained as a representational painter. He 
adopted conceptual tendencies from Dada that he synthesizes with his rigorous technical abilities, 
displaying both a Baroque mastery of chiaroscuro and a gestural handling of paint indebted to Abstract 
Expressionism. In 2008, Ghenie’s paintings began to explore themes of history, memory, and the former 
Communist regime of his native Romania, not through biographical reflection but rather through a direct 
address of the legacies of historical figures. The imagery in his paintings is largely derived from historical 
sources incorporated into dreamlike or cinematic vignettes in which figures appear in haunting interiors.  
 
Adrian Ghenie has been represented by Pace since 2011. This is the third solo exhibition of his work with 
the gallery. 
 

Rest During the Flight Into Egypt, 2016, oil on canvas, 7' 10-1/2" x 9' 6-1/4" x 2" (240 cm x 290.2 cm x 5.1 cm). © Adrian Ghenie, courtesy Pace Gallery 

For press inquiries, please contact: Jennifer Joy, SUTTON, +1 212 202 3402 or jen@suttonpr.com. 
For sales inquiries, please contact: Pace Gallery, +1 212 421 3292 or info@pacegallery.com. 
Follow Pace on Facebook (facebook.com/pacegallery), Twitter (twitter.com/pacegallery) and Instagram 
(instagram.com/pacegallery) 
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